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showed him the state of my affairs, and said that all I
demanded of him was one of his daughters in marriage,
and that whatever contract he thought fit to draw up
would be signed by my mother and myself without
examination.

The Duke, who had fixed his eyes upon me all this
time, replied like a man penetrated with gratitude by
the offer I had made. He said, that of his eight daugh-
ters the eldest was between fourteen and fifteen years
old; the second much deformed, and in no way mar-
riageable ; the third between twelve and thirteen years
of age, and the rest were children: the eldest wished
to enter a convent, and had shown herself firm upon
that point. He seemed inclined to make a difficulty of
his want of fortune; but, reminding him of the propo-
sition I had made, I said that it was not for fortune
I had come to him, not even for his daughter, whom I
had never seen; that it was he and Madame de Beau-
villiers who had charmed me, and whom I wished to
marry!

" But," said he, " if my eldest daughter wishes abso-
lutely to enter a convent? "

" Then/' replied I, " I ask the third of you." To
this he objected, on the ground that if he gave the
dowry of the first to the third daughter, and the first
afterwards changed her mind and wished to marry,
he should be thrown into an embarrassment. I replied
that I would take the third as though the first were to
be married, and that if she were not, the difference be-
tween what he destined for her and what he destined
for the third, should be given to me. The Duke, raising
his eyes to heaven, protested that he had never been